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Schedule At-a-Glance 

Tuesday  

4th of December 

12:00pm—3:00pm  Pre-Conference Workshops 

4:00pm—4:45pm  Campus Tour 

5:00pm—7:10pm  Opening Ceremony and Keynotes 

7:15pm—9:30pm  Welcome Reception 

Wednesday  

5th of December 
9:00am—5:00pm  Technical Sessions 

6:00pm—10:00pm  Conference Dinner 

Thursday  

6th of December 

9:30am—5:00pm  Technical Sessions 

5:00pm—6:00pm  Final Conference Drinks 

Friday  

7th of December 8:45am—3:10pm  Optional Tour 1 

https://tale2018.org 

Location: University of 

Wollongong 

Location: Conference Hotel 

Location: Conference Hotel 

Location: Surrounding Region 

DRAFT Program available at: 

Download the Conference App. See next page for details 

Download the pdf program. Available at: https://www.tale2018.org/attending 
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Conference App 
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Basic Travel Information 

Money 

The local currency is the Australian Dollar.  Coins are in the format 5c, 10c, 20c, 50c, $1 and $2. Our notes 

are in the format $5, $10, $20, $50 and $100 

It is recommended that you convert your money before you come to Australia. In particular, do not 

exchange money at the airport as the exchange rates are not very competitive 

ATM’s are easily found and most shops accept EFTPOS, MasterCard and Visa  

Tax is included in the sale price. There is no additional charge to the advertised price. Credit Card 

transactions can attract a small surcharge 

Tipping is not expected and not common practice in Australia. If you would like to tip rounding up to the 

nearest dollar is fine 

An average meal in a restaurant is between $15—$25 

Delegates are strongly advised to secure appropriate travel and health insurance. Delegate registration 

fees do not provide any such insurance coverage. The Organising Committee accept no responsibility for 

any loss in this regard  

https://tale2018.org 

Small Facts 

Australians walk and drive on the left hand side and overtake on the right 

The weather in December should see daily maximums between 23—29 degrees Celsius 

The ocean is very dangerous. Swim only between the red and yellow flags. Do not underestimate the 

strength of the waves and current. Australians have television shows that are dedicated to watching 

tourists being rescued from the ocean. 

Sunlight will remain until approximately 8pm 

UV radiation is very strong in Australia. We strongly recommend the use of sun cream for outdoor 

exposure of more than 30 minutes between 11am and 4pm, especially for people with fair skin 

Tap water in Australia is high quality.  There is no need to drink bottled water 
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Travel—Airports 

Sydney Kingsford Smith 

If flying, Wollongong can be accessed from Sydney Kingsford Smith Airport catering for international 

flights and domestic flights across Australia. The airport is about a 60min drive from the conference hotel.  

Information about the airport can be found at https://www.sydneyairport.com.au/ 

There are two terminals, one for international flights (T1), the second for domestic flights (T2). 

If you are entering Australia via an international flight you will be required to complete a declaration 

form, asking you questions such as if you are carrying food in your luggage. It is important that you 

answer the questions truthfully, as major fines and confiscation of goods can apply.  

From the airport you can hire a rental car, catch a train from the airport, or use the service of a door to 

door transportation company. The options are explained in more detail on the following pages. Please 

note that catching a taxi is an extremely expensive option. 

https://tale2018.org 

Illawarra Regional Airport  

The Illawarra Regional Airport  services flights from Brisbane and Melbourne via the carrier Fly Corporate. 

This is a very basic airport with limited services. The airport is about a 20-25min drive from the 

conference hotel. Information about the airport can be found at:   

http://www.shellharbour.nsw.gov.au/Play/Places-and-Spaces/Illawarra-Regional-Airport.aspx 

The local train station is about a 20min walk, and depending on the time of day services can be irregular. 

Best to check the timetable for connections. It is best to arrange a taxi or Uber service. 

This airport can be a great link to Brisbane or Melbourne if you at expanding your stay in Australia. 

Illawarra Taxi Network: http://www.illawarrataxinetwork.com.au/ 
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Sydney to Wollongong 

Door to Door 

If you are flying in to Sydney Kingsford Smith Airport then the 

recommended mode of transport is through private shuttle. Leisure Coast 

Limousine Service (a TALE 2018 sponsor) provides point to point pickup 

and drop off to the airports. It is a cost effective, convenient and stress 

free mode of travel.  When you exit the secure area of the airport they 

will be waiting with a sign representing your name. You follow them to 

their car or van and they will drive you directly to your accommodation. 

The cost is AU$70 one way and is highly recommended. 

More information:  

http://leisurecoastlimousine.com.au/airport-transfer-pricing/ 

Train is the cheapest form of transport to Wollongong, but also the longest. At the airport follow the 

clearly marked signs to the train platform. The airport line is referred to as T8.  Catch the train to 

Wolli Creek station. This is one stop from the international terminal and two stops from the domestic 

terminal. From Wolli Creek you then need to catch a train to North Wollongong station via the South 

Coast Line. The cost of the fair is AU$20.38 peak and AU$17 off-peak one way. To plan your trip and 

discover the full range of public transport options visit https://transportnsw.info/ 

Example of frequency for the weekday service timetable: 

  Wolli Creek (Leave)  North Wollongong (Arrive)  

  7:04am    8:35am 

  7:34am    8:50am 

  8:24am    9:52am 

  9:37am    10:51am 

  10:21am    11:34am 

  10:35am    11:48am 

  11:35am    12:48pm 

  12:55pm    1:38pm 

Train 
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Sydney to Wollongong 

Taxi 

Due to the distance the cost of travel to the conference hotel via taxi is not recommended. Better 

value would be to hire a personalised limousine service from our suggested door to door provider. 

For delegates that are adventurous and planning on spending more time in Wollongong and the 

surrounding regions then driving is a good option. A large number of rental car companies service 

Sydney Airport.  However, if you plan on spending time within the Sydney CBD driving a car is not 

recommended due to traffic and parking costs. By 

driving a car you can explore the South Coast, the 

National Park and have flexibility in moving around 

from one area to the next.  

In Australia we drive on the left side of the road and 

we use kilometres an hour to measure speed.  

Please watch your speed and take notice of fixed 

and mobile speed cameras. Be extra cautious 

around school zones, as during selected hours the 

maximum speed limit is 40km/h and very harsh 

penalties apply for speeding in these areas. When 

driving keep left and overtake on the right lane. 

Driving to Wollongong is relatively easy. There are 

about 3 turns to make from leaving the airport and 

then you follow the one highway all the way down 

to Wollongong. During peak hours traffic can be very 

dense within Sydney, but once you enter the outer 

districts traffic is generally mild. At the conference 

hotel parking is a paid extra, but street parking can 

be found in the vicinity. A GPS or using Google Maps     

or a similar service is recommended. 

Hire Car 
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Wollongong 

About the City 

Wollongong is located 80km south of Sydney CBD and only 60mins from the airport. It is nestled 

between the Illawarra Escarpment and the Pacific Ocean providing visitors with many different 

experiences. Wollongong is a multicultural city with a population of approximately 300,000. The 

conference will be held in the city’s north across two locations, the University of Wollongong Campus 

on the Tuesday and the Novotel Northbeach on the Wednesday and Thursday. 

The conference hotel is only footsteps away from the beach, and moments away from Stuart Park and 

Wollongong Harbour. The area is surrounded by great places to walk, relax, swim and eat. The city 

centre is a 20min walk and also accessible by the free Gong Shuttle that loops the city (see next page 

for information). The Novotel provides easy access to the free Gong Shuttle, Taxis and walking paths. 

North Wollongong train station is about a 10min walk.    

https://tale2018.org 

Spend time exploring the beaches, swim in an ocean pool, climb a mountain, discover a rain forest, go 

sky diving or take it easy and do some shopping. Wollongong is a family friendly city with lots of 

things to do with the kids. For example, take your family to any of the local parks such as the 

Wollongong Botanical Gardens, to the Science Centre or the Early Start Discovery Centre. Always feel 

safe and welcome. If you would like to explore the greater Wollongong region, on Friday the 7th of 

December we are providing (extra cost - not included in registration) two optional tours. 

8 

https://tale2018.org/
http://www.wollongong.nsw.gov.au/botanicgarden/Pages/default.aspx
http://sciencespace.com.au/
http://earlystartdiscoveryspace.edu.au/


Wollongong 

Free Bus Service 

The best way to move around Wollongong city and to connect with the University of Wollongong is via 

the free Gong Shuttle. The free Gong Shuttle runs every 10 to 20 minutes. The service operates in both 

directions on a loop from Wollongong Station to Wollongong University via Wollongong Hospital, Burelli 

Street and the Innovation Campus. 

The route numbers for the Gong Shuttle are 55A and 55C. A = Anti-Clockwise and C = Clockwise 

Hours of operation are:  

Weekdays: 07:00 – 18:00 every 10 minutes, 18:00 – 22:00 every 20 minutes 

Saturdays: 08:00 – 18:00 every 20 minutes 

Sundays & Public Holidays: 09:40 – 17:20 Up to 20 minute frequency 

A map of the service can be found here: 

http://www.premierillawarra.com.au/pdf/maps/55_map.pdf 
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UOW 

Accommodation 

Conference Hotel 

University 
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Day One—4th of Dec 

University of Wollongong 

The first day of the conference will be located at the University of Wollongong. This includes the pre-

conference workshops, the opening ceremony including two keynote speakers and the welcome 

reception. 

Delegates are to find their own way to the university campus. The recommended form of transport is 

via the free Gong Shuttle. It is about a 15min trip from the conference hotel if using the 55A service. 

Alternative options include taxi (about AU$15), Uber or walking (about 30mins). The free shuttle and 

taxi services are available directly outside from the conference hotel. 

Buses arrive and leave on Northfields Ave. Registration and the opening ceremony will take place at the 

Hope Theatre located in building 40. Registration will open at 11am on the 4th of December.  

The welcome reception will take place at the Unibar, building 12. The Unibar connects to the open green 

spaces of the central duck pond providing a relaxing and authentic taste of the university experience. 

This provides a great location and environment to network and appreciate some simple Australian food, 

beers and wines. 

The School of Computing and Information Technology is located in building 3. Building 4 is the central 

engineering building with departments spanning across buildings 1, 2, 6, 8 and 35. 

Delegates can use the free Gong Shuttle to return to their accommodation at any time.  Take note that 

the service ends at 10pm. A direct shuttle between the university and the conference hotel will be 

provided during the welcome reception in 15min intervals between 8:45pm and 10:00pm. 
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Day Two—5th of Dec 

Novotel Northbeach Wollongong 

The second day of the conference will be located at the conference hotel. This marks the start of the 

technical paper presentation, oral and poster. Registration will open at 8:30am and is located on the 

first level above the main foyer accessible via stairs or elevator.  

Please ensure that you take note of the draft schedule, and the presentation details available within this 

document. Important, the technical presentation across all tracks are synchronised allowing delegates 

to move across rooms. This means that presentations must be kept to time. No extra time will be 

permitted, even if you have technical problems. Therefore, it is important that you preload and test 

your presentation well in advance and you understand the amount of time it takes to deliver your 

research findings. 

Morning and afternoon tea and a delicious buffet lunch will be provided. 

https://tale2018.org 

Lagoon Seafood Restaurant 

The conference dinner will be located at the Lagoon Seafood Restaurant, an award winning beachside 

venue and only a five minute stroll from the conference hotel. Be prepared for some high quality food 

supplemented with an enjoyable experience.  

The dinner service will be between 6 and 10pm. 

The dinner service is included in all full, student and R10 low 

income registrations. It is also included for exhibitors and 

sponsors. It is not included in the K-12 2 day registration. 
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Day Three & Four 

Novotel Northbeach Wollongong 

The third day of the conference will be located at the conference hotel. Registration will open at 8:30am 

and is located on the first level above the main foyer accessible via stairs or elevator.  

Please ensure that you take note of the draft schedule, and the presentation details available within this 

document. Important, the technical presentation across all tracks are synchronised allowing delegates 

to move across rooms. This means that presentations must be kept to time. No extra time will be 

permitted, even if you have technical problems. Therefore, it is important that you preload and test 

your presentation well in advance and you understand the amount of time it takes to deliver your 

research findings. 

Morning and afternoon tea and a delicious buffet lunch will be provided. 

Awards and closing ceremony will take place at the end of day four. 

At the conclusion of the conference, celebratory drinks will be be provided for an hour. 

https://tale2018.org 

7th of Dec—Tours 

The social program is scheduled for Friday the 7th of December. This is an optional paid extra for 

delegates and their family that would like to see more of the region and explore more of the Australian 

experience. This is also a great way to continue networking in the most relaxing of environments.  Tour 

details are available from the conference website and must be paid for before the 18th of November. 
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Food & Service Days 2&3 

Arrival, Morning & Afternoon Tea  

Registration includes barista coffee before the start of the conference, morning and afternoon tea on 

days two and three.  

https://tale2018.org 

Lunch 

Be prepared to be spoilt for lunch with a full buffet lunch served in Windjammers Restaurant – includes 

fresh seafood. Relax, network and take in the ocean views.  
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Presentations—Full 

Full Paper Presentation 

Full paper presentations are conducted in 15min blocks. The format for full papers is 10min presentation, 

3mins questions and 2mins for presenter changeover. Important, the technical presentation across all 

tracks are synchronised allowing delegates to move across rooms. This means that presentations must be 

kept to time. No extra time will be permitted, even if you have technical problems. Therefore, it is 

important that you preload and test your presentation well in advance and you understand the amount 

of time it takes to deliver your research findings. 

Windows PC’s will be provided. There will be no sound output. Do not expect internet. Have a backup 

on multiple USBs 

Here are a few tips: 

- Keep your slides simple and to the point 

- Avoid using too much text. Keep to headings, key points and good images 

- Death by PowerPoint: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MjcO2ExtHso  

- Keep to the time limit or you will be cut short 

 

Tips & Info 

https://tale2018.org 

Suggested Structure 

30sec - Project Title: Introduce yourself and your work 

3min - Define the problem: What problem are you solving? Who will benefit from the findings? 

1min - Methodology: How did you undertake the research? Outline any limitations 

4min - Findings: What did your results show? How can others use and expand your findings? 

90sec - Summary: Leave a lasting impression so that they want to follow up by reading your paper 
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Presentations—Short 

Short Paper Presentation 

Short paper presentations are conducted in 10min blocks. The format for short papers is 6min 

presentation, 2mins questions and 2mins for presenter changeover. Important, the technical presentation 

across all tracks are synchronised allowing delegates to move across rooms. This means that 

presentations must be kept to time. No extra time will be permitted, even if you have technical problems. 

Therefore, it is important that you preload and test your presentation well in advance and you 

understand the amount of time it takes to deliver your research findings. 

Windows PC’s will be provided. There will be no sound output. Do not expect internet. Have a backup 

on multiple USBs 

Here are a few tips: 

- Keep your slides simple and to the point 

- Avoid using too much text. Keep to headings, key points and good images 

- Death by PowerPoint: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MjcO2ExtHso  

- Keep to the time limit or you will be cut short 

 

Tips & Info 

https://tale2018.org 

Suggested Structure 

30sec - Project Title: Introduce yourself and your work 

2min - Define the problem: What problem are you solving? Who will benefit from the findings? 

30sec - Methodology: How did you undertake the research? Outline any limitations 

2min - Findings: What did your results show? How can others use and expand your findings? 

1min - Summary: Leave a lasting impression so that they want to follow up by reading your paper 
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Presentations—Poster 

Poster Presentation 

Poster presentations for short and work in progress papers will be undertaken during two timeslot as 

indicated in the conference program on Wednesday the 5th of December. 

Presenters can collect supplies for attaching posters to the poster boards from the registration desk. 

Posters should be displayed on the poster boards before the Wednesday Morning Tea Session 

All posters must be presented in person during the allocated poster session to explain, discuss and 

receive feedback.  Posters without representation will not have their papers included in IEEE Xplore. 

Posters must be removed before 5pm 

Avoid too much text as most people will not have the time to read the text 

Use graphics productively to visually get your message across 

Keep it simple and clear to read and follow 

 

Tips & Info 

https://tale2018.org 

Structure 

Posters should be A1 in size 

Posters must include:      Font sizes and types: 

- Title of Project       - Headings: not less than 24 pt font and bold 

- Authors Names       - Text: not less than 20 pt font 

- Abstract of Project      - Avoid using too many fancy fonts 

- Graphics e.g. block diagrams, photos etc.  
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Keynote Speakers 

Learning Sciences 

Dr Saxberg is Vice President, Learning Science, Chan Zuckerberg 

Initiative (CZI), USA.  He is responsible for CZI’s thinking about how to 

expand and apply learning science results and good learning 

measurement practice at scale to real-world learning situations across 

the full span of learning – pre-K, K-16 and beyond. 
Dr Bror Saxberg 

Education Technology 

Professor Gregor Kennedy is Pro Vice-Chancellor (Teaching & 

Learning) at the University of Melbourne and Director of the 

Melbourne Centre for the Study of Higher Education . He leads the 

University's strategy in teaching, learning and assessment, curriculum 

innovation, and the use of learning technologies &learning analytics.  Prof Gregor Kennedy 

Innovation and Entrepreneurship 

Xiaochen Zhang is Director of Global Sales at Bytedance, a leading 

Chinese Internet company whose content platforms enable people to 

enjoy content powered by artificial intelligence (AI) technology. She 

previously worked as a Creative Technologist at Google in London. Xiaochen (Susan) Zhang 

Engineering Practice 

Emeritus Professor James Trevelyan is an engineer, educator and 

researcher with 45 years of experience. Professor Trevelyan's most 

recent work is research on engineering practice that aims to 

understand how engineering work is actually performed, an aspect of 

engineering that has not been researched before.  
Prof James Trevelyan 
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Register Pre-Conf Workshops 

In business and entrepreneurship, patents are used to gain a competitive advantage. Accordingly, engineers and 

educators should understand basic rules and standard operating procedures relating to patents. Importantly, patents 

can help inform product and manufacturing design by identifying what has already been done, and what is possible 

for future improvements and innovations. In this workshop, attendees will learn some basics about patents, and gain 

some hands-on experience in how to search and identify patents, in order to accelerate their research or design 

projects. Attendees can expect an interactive workshop where they will learn patent basics and apply knowledge by 

searching patents using powerful free online search tools. Maximum 25 participants 

Register here:  https://meetings.vtools.ieee.org/m/179812 

What Educators and Engineers Need to Know about Patents 

Remote laboratories promotes accessible educational resources anywhere and anytime through the Internet. A 

remote laboratory is a real laboratory --a system using real equipment, on which measurements are made through 

real instruments-- which is controllable remotely. VISIR (Virtual Instrument Systems In Reality) remote laboratory is a 

system on top of the state-of-the-art for online wiring and measuring electronic circuits. The PILAR (Platform 

Integration of Laboratories based on the Architecture of visiR) Erasmus Plus project aims for a federation of five of 

the existing VISIR nodes, sharing experiments and empowering capacity and resources of each partner, and providing 

access to VISIR remote lab, through PILAR federation, to other educational institutions. Maximum 25 participants 

Register here: https://meetings.vtools.ieee.org/m/179813 

An Open and Improved VISIR System Through PILAR Federation 

for Electrical/Electronics Remote Experiments  

Creating a pedagogical agent requires complex computer programming skills and it is usually built from scratch to fit 

the intended educational purpose. This makes it difficult for teachers to adapt existing systems or to attempt in 

creating a similar version. Recently, we have leveraged the IBM Watson Assistant chatbot engine to develop some 

chatbots. These chatbots have been adopted in a common core (general education) course for inquiry-based 

learning, with a promising outcome. In this workshop, we would like to share our experience gained from developing 

a set of chatbots for an online blended learning environment. Through the workshop, attendees will identify what 

and how chatbots can be designed for their own blended or fully online courses. They will also develop a simple 

chatbot system. Maximum 25 participants 

Register here:  https://meetings.vtools.ieee.org/m/179815 

Chatbot Tutors for Blended Learning:  
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Register Pre-Conf Workshops 

The amount of data extracted from learning experiences has grown at an astonishing pace both in depth due to the 

increasing variety of data sources, and in breath with courses now being offered to massive student cohorts. 

However, in this emerging scenario instructors are now facing the challenge of connecting the knowledge emerging 

from data analysis with the provision of meaningful support actions to students within the context of an instructional 

design. The objective of this workshop is to give attendees a set of hypothetical scenarios in which the knowledge 

extracted from a learning experience needs to be used to provide frequent personalized feedback to students. 

Maximum 25 participants 

Register here:  https://meetings.vtools.ieee.org/m/179816 

Connecting Data with Student Support: A Hands-on Tutorial  

Understand how Extended Reality can be utilised effectively in the learning environment to increase STEM literacy by 

working with students to enable them to collaborate and co-create Augmented and Virtual Reality experiences. This 

is a hands on workshop where participants will learn effective approaches to deploying XR in their classroom and how 

it can complement existing learning strategies. Maximum 20 participants 

Register here: https://meetings.vtools.ieee.org/m/179817 

Creating XR Experiences for the Classroom  
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Please note that participant numbers for 

the pre-conference workshops are limited 

and are allocated on a first come, first 

served registration basis 
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